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here are two persistent myths that
I show up in almost every book or ar-
ticle which mentions the role of the
White Pass & Yukon Route in the building
of the Alcan Highway during the Second
World War. The myths concern the eleven
new 2-8-2 MacArthur type locomotives that
the US Army brought to the WP&YR in
1943, Myth #1 is that they were converted
from meter gauge to 3-foot gauge by the
WP&EYR shops in Skagway Alaska. Myth
#2 is thai they were built for Iran and di-
verted to the WP&YR. Neither is true.

These locomotives, designated USA
190 to USA 200, were constructed by
Baldwin Locomotive Works as 3-foot gauge
and shipped fully assembled. No modifica-
tion was needed. The MacArthur was de-
signed by the American Locomotive Com-
pany for 42" gauge and the smaller gauges
were cleverly accommodated with various
sized spacers in strategic locations and dif-
ferent length axles. In total, nearly 800
MacArthurs were produced by ALCO,
Baldwin, and a few other manufacturers. The
MacArthur design may well be the most
widespread, and probably the last of the nar-
row gauge 2-8-2s, The very last steam en-
gines from Baldwin were a variant of this
design built in March 1930 for India. Meter
gauge variants ol the MacArthur design were
built by Canadian Locomotive Works in
1970-72, shipped to India in 1976, and from
there to East Africa in 1979,

The reason USA 190-200 were never
destined for Iran, as is often mistakenly
stated in books relating WP&YR history, 18
that Iran's government railway was standard
pauge. Also, because of scarce water and
extensive tunnels, Iran was the first case
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dia where the order was destined before the
Alaskan and Australian diversions. There-
fore if the WP&YR MacArthurs were di-
verted from anywhere it would have been
India, not [ran. Subsequently, Baldwin pro-
duced a total of 253 of this design for the
USATC in five separate orders, from 1943-
45,

Most authors who knew about Allied
military railroads, including R. Tourret and
Carl Gray, correctly avoided the [ran myth.
However, it seems that any railfan author
who visited Skagway came away with the
Iran story, including such notables as Omer
Lavallee, Cy Martin, F.L. Jaques, Stan
Cohen, and Howard Clifford. This myth
about Iran has been perpetuated since the
1950s by authors who apparently copied
someone else’s mistake without researching
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The first
locomotives of
the MacArthur design that Baldwin Loco-
mative Works built were USA 190-200 for
the WP&YR. This makes them somewhat
unusual. The nitial 1942 sales order to
Baldwin [#42301] for 60 MacArthur meter
gauge [39 3/8"] locomaotives was for India’s
extensive meter gauge railway system. The
first eleven [o/n69425-35] were diverted to
the WP& YR as 3-foot, the next 15 [/
n69436-50] went to India as meter gauge,
another 20 [e/n69451-70] went to
Cueensland Ry as 42", and the remaining
[4 [¢/n69471-84] were meter gauge for In-

the facts.

Orver the years myths take on a life of
their own and get repeated without anyone
checking the facts. When Charlie Getz visited
Skagway to gather information for his centen-
nial article on the WPSYR in the 2000 Nar-
row Gauge & Short Line Gazette, he asked
the WP&YR about the Iran story, The lady
representing the railroad told him she thought
it was true but would check on it and get back
to him if it wasn"teorrect. He never heard from
her again and the Iran myth went into the cen-
tennial article. Insome ways the history of the
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which the soldiers called “Giypsy
Rose Lees™ as they were
“siripped for action”, and in the
Roster Notes he states “Built for
United States Army Corps of En-
gineers as meter gauge for Iran;
diverted and converted to 3 fi
gauge.”

His 1999 revision of Rails
Morth, published

motives went to Nigeria as 42" gauge and
started amiving in December 1942, The next
ten were built as meter gauge tor India, and
arrived in early 1943. Locomotives from the
second ALCO order for thirty MacArthurs
went to the Gold Coast [11] and the Philip-
pines [3] as 427, and to North Africa {11] and
India [53] as meter gauge.

The MacArthurs for North Africa went

with the new title
Alaska/Yukon

myth is more interesting than what actually
happened.

The first-mention of lran may have ap-
peared in the January 1951 Trains Magazine
article by E.L. Jaques where he describes them
as “190 class Mikados originally built for the
Iranian meter gauge railways™, It shows up
again in David P. Morgan's February 1963
article in Trains where he states: “The newest
of the newcomers were War Department-de-
sign meter gauge 2-8-2's, diverted from [ran
(where the military opted for diesels) and
madified for 3-foot track.”

Then, in the 1966 Colorads Rail Annual
the article on the All Steam Roster of the
WPR&Y R states, “*a whole group of “Govern-
ment”™ 2-8-2"s was diverted from duty in Iran™
and in the WP&YR roster notes Carl E.
Mulvihill states: “Built for United States Army
Corps of Engineers as meter gauge for [ran;
diverted and converted to 3-foot gauge.” This
deseription seems to be copied by many sub-
sequent authors. For example, Cy Martin’s
1969 first edition of Gold Rush Narvow Gauge
states: “Built Feb., 1943, for U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers as meter gauge for use in [ran;
diverted to White Pass, and converted to 3-
foot gauge.”

Later, when Omer Lavallee published his
Narrow Gauge Railways of Canada in 1972
he included both myths, and stated in the ros-
ter notes “Locomotives built to 1-meter gauge
for service in lan: diverted to W.P&Y. and
regauged to 3°0". The 1980 first edition of
Stan Cohen's The Whire Pass and Yukon Route
states “In 1943 10 steam engines consigned
to Iran were diveried to Skagway, converted
from meters gauge to the three-foot gauge and
used for the rest of the war™ The myths are
perpetuated in every new edition of this popu-
lar book, including his recent 2002 revised edi-
tion,

In his 1981 first edition of Rails North,
Howard Clifford stated. regarding the LSA
190s: “As spring ['43] approached the mili-
tary received help in the form of five narrow
pauge locomotives from the United MNations,
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Railroads, he
correctly states: “As spring ap-
proached the military received
help in the form of five nar-
row gauge locomotives di-
verted from foreign delivery,”
However in the Roster notes
he repeats the myth; “ordered
as meter gauge for Iran; were
regauged 1o (or possibly built
as) to 36" and diverted to

WP&EY.”
Interestingly, the one White Pass author
o get the story of these MacArthurs comect

was retired WP&YR engineer 1.D. True, OF

all the authors writing about White Pass lus-
tory during WW2, he was the only one who
was actually there during and afier the war,
He makes no mention of “lran™ in his 1994
book It Happened on the White Pasy and
states: “Built for USATC meter gauge, con-
verted to 3-foot gauge and shipped to
Skagway.”

When one examines the facts, s pos-
sible to see how the Iran myth might have
started.

The MacArthur locomotive design was
identified by the USATC as *“2-8-2 Dual
Gaupe - African Theatre - 427 and 39 3/8"
Meter Gauge”. ALCO's design was influenced
int part by British War Department specifica-
tions. ALCO sarted building the initial order
for thirty in late 1942, The first twenty loco-

to the Port of Oran, Algeria, with the first ar-
riving in March 1943, They were shipped
knocked down in crates to Oran, shipped on
flatcars hundreds of miles to the easl, as-
sembled near Constantine then transported on
specially built well cars for the short distance
to where the meter gauge railway mto Tunisia
began. By July 1943, 23 MacArthurs were
assembled, and by October a total of 32 were
operating, and with the need met, the rest wene
shipped to India. There was a total of twelve
ALCO orders for a total of 338 MacArthurs
from 1942-45. Most went to the Mideast, In-
dia, and Southeast Asia,

Baldwin constructed USA 190-200 in
February 1943, shipped them to Skagway fully
assembled, and the firsttwo, nos. 190 and 191,
went into service on the WPEY R in late May.
It is likely that some Gl learned through the
military grapevine that locomotives just like
these were going to Oran in




buried in the Skagway River for rip rap to sta-
bilize the nght of way. No.193 is displayed in
Skagway.

A few of the nearly 300 MacArthurs built
have survived as well as the myths about them.
According to James Hefner's Surviving Horld
Steam Project, there are about 30 known sur-
viving MacArthur class locomotives located
around the world:

* Four in North America ( 1940, 192, 193, 196)
* Nine in Europe (8 in Greece, | in Portugal)
* Two in Australia (AC16 #22 1A and #218A)
* |4 in Asia (7 in India, 2 in Cambodia
(Kampuchea), 5 in Myanmar (Burma))

* 2 in Africa (both in Ethiopia)

]

resurrect 196 and consider restoring 195 or
196 to run on the White Pass again,

Another WP&YR Myth: Many of the
books and articles with the Iran story of the
190s also perpetuated another White Pass and
Yukon myth aboutthe construction of the mil-
way at the tumn of the century. William C.
Moore is the one author to get the construe-
tion sequence comect before Roy Minter pub-
lished his thorough  history of building the
railroad in 1987, In his September 1942 ar-
ticle in Trains, Moore stated “the White Pass
& Yukon Railway started in April 1898 and it
reached Whitehorse June 8, 1900, The inter-
vening section along Lake Bennett was com-

Military Kailroads of the
Second World War."
*Carl R. Gray, 1955 - “Rail-
roading in Eighteen Coun-
tries.”
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